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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 5311 

E.O. 11652: XGDS1 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, NATO, FR 

SUBJECT: WEU, EUROGROUP AND EUROPEAN ARMAMENTS COOPERATION 
REF: PARIS 3681 OF FEBRUARY 1974 

1. SUMMARY: STEAM SEEMS TO HAVE GONE OUT OF EARLIER 
EFFORTS (REFTEL) TO PUMP NEW LIFE INTO WEU'S STANDING 
ARAMENTS COMMITTEE AS FOCAL POINT FOR EUROPEAN COOPERATION 
ON ARAMENTS PRODUCTION. FRENCH PUBLIC POLICY ON 

GOF ROLE IN EUROGROUP REMAINS NEGATIVE, ALTHOUGH 
GISCARD MAY BE MORE FLEXIBLE ON THIS ISSUE THAN HIS 
PREDECESSORS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE WESTERN EUROPEAN UNIONS STANDING ARMAMENTS 
COMMITTEE (SAC) MET WITH THE WEU ASSEMBLYS DEFENSE 
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VIEWS ON ARMAMENTS PROBLEMS. LOCAL WEU SOURCE TOLD US 
THAT MEETING BROKE NO NEW GROUND AND WAS CHARACTERIZED 
BY LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR ANY ENHANCED WEU ROLE IN 
FIELD OF ARMAMENTS COOPERATION. EARLIER INITIATIVES 
TO PUMP NEW LIFE INTO SAC AS FOCAL POINT FOR EUROPEAN 
COOPERATION ON ARMAMENTS PRODUCTION AND PROCUREMENT 
(REPORTED REFTEL) SEEM TO BE STALLED. ACCORDING TO 
OUR SOURCE, FRENCH PARTICIPANTS IN FEBRUARY 18 MEETING 
MADE NO EFFORT TO PUSH FRENCH PROPOSALS (GOING 
BACK TO PERIOD OF DEBRE MOD AND JOBERT FONOFF) TO 
REINVIGORATE SAC. MOREOVER. PARTICIPANTS FROM OTHER 
SIX WEU COUNTIRES REPORTEDLY TOOK RESOLUTE STAND 
AGAINST ANY FURTHER EXAMINATION AT THIS TIME OF LARGER 
ROLE FOR SAC AS ENVISAGED BY BELGIAN, ITALIAN 
AND FRENCH PROPOSALS, DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. 

3. COINCIDENTALLY, FEBRUARY 24 EDITION OF FRENCH WEEKLY 
NEWS MAGAZINE LE POINT REPORTS FROM BONN THAT GISCARD 
HAS ASSURED SCHMIDT FRANCE WILL ESTABLISH RELATIONSHIP 
WITH EUROGROUP AS SOON AS INERNAL FRENCHPOLITICAL 
SITUATION PERMITS. ACCORDING TO SAME ARTICLE, FRENCH 
PRIME MINISTERS OFFICE DENIED THAT SUCH PROMISE HAD 
BEEN MADE TO SCHMIDT. 

4. COMMENT: AS WE REPORTED IN REFTEL, FRENCH 
GVERNMENT OFFICIALDOM HAS LONG BEEN SPLIT IN ITS ATTI- 
TUDE TOWARD THE EUROGROUP. IN PAST, GAT IT 1 .1ST POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS SUCCEEDED IN PREVENTING FRANCE FROM 
MOVING CLOSER TO THE EUROGROUP. SINCE GISCARD HAS COME 
TO POWER, WE HAVE SEENNO CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT HE 
INTENDS TO CHANGE THIS GAULLIST ATTITUDE. HOWEVER, 

GIVEN HIS PRAGMATIC ANDMORE FLEXIBLE APPROACH TO POLI- 
TICAL ISSUES, HE MAYINTEND TO WORK OUT IN FUTURE A 
SPECIAL FRENCH-EUROGROUP RELATIONSHIP ONCE HE BELIEVES 
HE CAN DEFEND SUCH A MOVE AGAINST DOMESTIC CRITICS. 
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